
+

 

 
This Week 

Mon., Sept. 7  Labor Day Holiday, SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tue., Sept. 8  Welcome back! 

Wed., Sept. 9  Back to School Night for Parents of K-2, Head Start, 7:00 pm, APR 

Thur., Sept. 10  Back to School Night for Gr. 3-5 and Autism Parents, 7:00 pm, APR 

Fri., Sept. 5  Have a great weekend! 

 

A Look Ahead   

Mon., Sept. 14  Rosh Hashanah, NO SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 

Thur., Sept 17  Back to School Picnic, 6:00-8:00 pm 

 

 

 We have had a great first week of school!  Thanks to all families who had their children follow the normal arrival 

and dismissal routines. Our morning and afternoon traffic has been moving nicely thanks to parents following the 

expectations.  Thanks for helping us have such a smooth opening week.   

  

 A gentle reminder about morning start time.  Children may enter the building at 9:05 am.  By 9:20 am children 

should be in their seats and ready to begin the school day.  Instruction begins promptly at 9:25.  Students who arrive 

after that time interrupt the teacher and take valuable instructional time away from the class.  We appreciate your help 

in giving students a calm and unhurried start to their learning day.      

 

 Please be sure your child’s teacher knows your child’s dismissal plans.   Send a note to the teacher when there is 

a change in plans. This will avoid confusion at the end of the day, and it will also avoid last minute phone calls from 

the office to parents in order to confirm a change in plans.   

 

 Check backpacks for the Bells Mill Discipline Policy that was given to each student.  We ask that you review the 

policy with your child, sign the tear-off portion of the cover memo and return it to your child’s teacher as soon 

as possible.  Please keep the discipline policy for your information.    

 

 Attention parents of students in Gr. K-2, Head Start: Wednesday evening, September 9, 2015, is 

your Back to School Night.  We ask that you meet with us in the All Purpose Room at 7:00 pm to kick off the new 

school year.  Following a very brief meeting filled with important announcements, you will go to classrooms for 

information sessions with your child’s teachers.  You will hear about routines and procedures as well as information 

about the curriculum expectations.  Session 1 will run from 7:20 – 8:00 pm, and session 2 will run from 8:05 until 8:35 

pm.  Bar-T will provide childcare in the gym ($3.00 per child). We look forward to seeing you at this very special 

evening.     

 

 Attention Gr. 3-5 and Ms. Boyle’s, Ms. Guthridge’s and Mr. Koch’s Parents: Thursday 

evening, September 10, 2015, is your Back to School Night for parents of students in Grades 3 to 5.  We ask that 

you meet with us in the All Purpose Room at 7:00 pm to kick off the new school year.  Following a very brief meeting 

filled with important announcements, you will go to classrooms for information sessions with your child’s teachers.  

You will hear about routines and procedures as well as information about the curriculum expectations.  Session 1 will 

run from 7:20 – 8:00 pm, and session 2 will run from 8:05 until 8:35 pm.  Bar-T will provide childcare in the gym 
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($3.00 per child). Mr. Chris Allen, Instrumental Music Teacher will be here that evening.  He will be available to 

speak to parents of children in grades 4 and 5 who are interested in participating in the Instrumental Music Program.  

We look forward to seeing you at this very special evening.    

 

 MCPS policy requires that every student bring home a copy of MCPS Form 230-35: Bullying, Harassment, or 

Intimidation Reporting Form.  This form is included in the Bells Mill Discipline Policy as well as the Bells Mill 

Parent Handbook so parents will be aware that procedures are in place to protect all students from bullying, 

harassment and intimidation.   

 

 Please check backpacks for important information regarding release of student information.  Each year we are 

required by law to inform parents of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act and the Protection of Pupil Rights 

Amendment.  You may direct MCPS to withhold directory information by signing and returning the form that 

was sent home with students. This form must be received by the school no later than September 10, 2014.  Forms 

received after September 10 will be returned to parents/guardians.   

 

 The George B. Thomas Learning Academy offers Saturday School at 12 locations throughout the county.  

Opening day is October 3, 8:30-11:30 a.m.  Cost is $70 for the year, or $40 for those who qualify for free and reduced 

price meals.  Visit http://www.saturdayschool.org/ for locations and online registration.  

 

 In compliance with Maryland laws and regulations pertaining to Integrated Pest Management (IPM), attached 

is a list of pesticides which may be applied in the school or on school grounds.  Without exception, notices will be 

sent to all parents/guardians each time a product from this list is used at Bells Mill.      

 

 In compliance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), attached is the asbestos 

management plan for this school.  Since our school was built after October 12, 1988, our management plan consists 

of documentation that states “to our knowledge no asbestos-containing building materials were used or specified for 

use in this building.”   

 

       

Thank you for being partners in your child’s education 
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